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A Message From the President  

Gene Pellerin 
LFDA President 

Greetings, 
 
    It was exciting for me to get the news that Jack Mitchell had won the 
election for NFDA Secretary.  Jack represented NFDA at our convention in 
Biloxi this summer.  Having known Jack for 15 years, I am confident he will 
make a great leader and spokesperson for NFDA and Funeral Service.  
 
The LFDA board held its annual retreat in August at the Tatman Group’s 
office in Baton Rouge. Board members and the Tatman Group staff were 
able to get to know each other a little better while diving into the operations 
of LFDA. With the information David, Gary, and I brought back from the 
NFDA leadership conference we will be proposing a few changes in the way 
we run meetings.  The goal is to become more efficient. The new changes 
will be discussed at the Fall meeting. 
 
As fall approaches, and it can’t come fast enough, we are working to finalize 
the education portion of the upcoming Fall Meeting in Alexandria. We will be 
offering 4 hours of CEU. The meeting will be held on November 29, 2018 at 
the Bentley Hotel.  Please make plans to attend. 
 
Fall also means it’s time for the NFDA Convention and Expo. This year’s 
Expo has moved out west to Salt Lake City, Utah, with mild temperatures 
and mountains in view.  There will be plenty to learn with workshops on 
business operations, technology, professional skills, compliance, legal, 
embalming skills and customer service. NFDA will also have two high profile 
keynote speakers: former First Lady, Laura Bush, and former New York 
mayor, Rudy Giuliani.  It will be a great event.  
 
On a final note, the Funeral Service Foundation launched a new initiative to 
help funeral directors educate the public on youth and funerals.  A booklet 
and video have been prepared for distribution.  Visit NFDA.org/
youthandfunerals to access the booklet and video.  The material can also be 
embedded on your funeral homes’ website. 
 

Thanks to our members for your contribution to LFDA and funeral service,  
 Gene 
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President 
Gene Pellerin 

Pellerin Funeral Home 
gene@pellerin.com 

(337) 319-5542 
 

Vice President 
Gary Tranchina 

Honaker Funeral Home 
gary@honakerforestlawn.com 

(985) 641-1900 
 

Treasurer 
W. Bryan Price 

Southern Funeral Home 
bryan303@bellsouth.net 

(318) 628-6921 
 

Secretary 
Anthony J. “Tiger” Istre 

Geesey-Ferguson Funeral Home 
anthonyistre@geeseyferguson.com 

(337) 783-3313 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Nicole Charlet Wilcher 
Charlet Funeral Home 

Nicole.wilcher@gmail.com 
(225) 654-4480 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Past President 
William Wimberly 

Ardoin Funeral Home 
wimberly@legacyfuneralgroup.com 

(337) 457-3371 
 

South District Governor 
Boyd Mothe, Jr. 

Mothe Funeral Homes 
bmothejr@yahoo.com 

(504) 366-4343 
 

Southeast District Governor 
Nicole Charlet Wilcher 
Charlet Funeral Home 

Nicole.wilcher@gmail.com 
(225) 654-4480 

 
Southwest District Governor 

Raymond Martin III 
Martin & Castille Funeral Home 

raymond@mourning.com 
(337) 234-2311  

 
North District Governor 

Troy Dennard 
Young’s Funeral Home 

troy@youngsfh.com 
(318) 757-3639 

 
 
 

Executive Director & Lobbyist 
David Tatman 

david@tatmangroup.com 
 

Account Manager 
Jamie Freeman 

jamie@tatmangroup.com 
 

Asst. Account Manager 
Annie Wilson 

annie@tatmangroup.com 
 

LFDA 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Telephone:  (225) 767-7640  

Fax:  (225) 767-7648 
Email: LFDA@tatmangroup.com 

 
 
 



Page 5 



Tune In  

Page 6 

David Tatman 
LFDA Executive  

Director &  
Legislative Lobbyist 

It’s hard to believe that summer has already ended, and fall is now upon 
us.  We look forward to the cooler weather, the warmer food, a new 
school year, and of course, football season.  At the LFDA & MFDA Joint 
Annual Convention at the beginning of June, LFDA’s new leadership was 
installed. They’ve already been hard at work to make your organization 
as successful as it can be! 
 
In August, the LFDA Executive Committee officers met in Baton Rouge 
for a very successful board orientation and strategic plan overview.  We 
started with a board dinner the night before to build friendships and 
comradery among the board members and staff. The next morning, we 
all began fresh at The Tatman Group office with a thorough reading and 
review of LFDA’s Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation.  Along with staff, 
your Executive Committee officers pinpointed some items in both 
documents that need updating.  These proposed amendments will be 
provided to the full membership to be voted on at the Fall Meeting. 
In addition to reviewing the Bylaws & Articles, we also did a brief 
overview of LFDA’s Strategic Plan, which was adopted in 2014.  
Strategic plans can be considered a roadmap for the organization and 
typically last about 3-5 years, so LFDA will be due for a new strategic 
plan within the next year or two. 
 
The board orientation was possibly the most valuable piece of our 
meeting, in which we reviewed the duties of the full board and each 
officer in depth.  Gene Pellerin and Gary Tranchina were able to tie in 
some things learned at the NFDA Leadership Conference about the 
duties and processes of association boards. Overall, it was a very 
successful meeting, and I am grateful to the Executive Committee 
officers for taking the time to travel to Baton Rouge & participate with 
enthusiasm. 
 
The District Governors are also hard at work planning new and exciting 
events. Be sure to check your email and visit the LFDA website for 
information about these events. We hope to see you at the upcoming 
Fall Meeting at the Hotel Bentley in Alexandria, LA on November 29, 
2018.  We’re excited to move up north for this event to give our North 
District members a break from traveling. We look forward to the 
wonderful agenda that the LFDA Education Committee has worked to 
plan.  We’ll hear from Ryan Siedemann and Christine Halling on funeral 
directors’ responsibilities in cemeteries.  It will be a great program, and 
we can’t wait to see you there! 
 
As always, if there is anything LFDA’s staff can do for you, please do not 
hesitate to reach out!  We are here to help, and we love connecting with 
our members. 
 
Sincerely, 
David Tatman 
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NFDA  News  

Community Outreach Made Easy 
In honor of Children’s Grief Awareness Month (November), the National Alliance for Grieving 
Children (NAGC) is proud to host a national webcast on children’s grief on November 8, 2018. 
Featuring nationally recognized leaders in the field of childhood bereavement, the educational 
webcast is geared towards professionals in the fields of funeral services, hospice care, health care, 
education, mental health, child welfare and bereavement support. 
 
The half-day conference will be webcast live from 11:30 a.m. ET to 3:30 p.m. ET from Princeton, 
NJ, with the support Good Grief. 
 
Hosting a webcast viewing event at your funeral home is an easy and affordable way for you to: 

• Educate your community 

• Offer innovative training for your staff 

• Enhance your local relationships with allied professionals by inviting social workers, hospice care 
workers, educators and/or mental health professionals. 
 
In an effort to increase awareness around the issue of childhood bereavement, the webcast is 
offered to individuals and organizations at a low price ($150 per site) with the encouragement that 
they will host a live webcast viewing event within their own community. This conference offers the 
opportunity for you to affordably bring together a wide range of people to view the live webcast and 
afterwards discuss what you learned and how it applies to your community. 
 
This year’s webcast is entitled “Ethically Supporting Youth and Schools After a Community 
Tragedy”. The webcast will feature three one-hour sessions. Local host sites also have the option of 
conducting an on-site discussion/reflection on what they learned once the live webcast ends. 
Registration for the NAGC’s 2018 Fall Conference & Webcast on Children's Grief will be open 
through November 1st. Questions about the Fall Conference and Webcast can be directed 
to Megan.Lopez@childrengrieve.org. Registration is online at https://childrengrieve.org/
education/2018-fall-conference-and-webcast. 

mailto:Megan.Lopez@childrengrieve.org
https://childrengrieve.org/education/2018-fall-conference-and-webcast
https://childrengrieve.org/education/2018-fall-conference-and-webcast


I would like to give the great members of LFDA a little update on a 
couple of bills NFDA has been working on the for the past couple 
of years. First, The Brave Act (HR1212), as of August 1st the 
United States Senate Committee on veteran affairs held a 
legislative hearing on pending legislation, during which the 
Department of Veteran Affairs officially endorsed The Brave Act. 
Testimony in support of the bill was also presented by national 
veterans service organizations, each expressing their support for 
the bill and emphasizing its importance.  
 
The Latts Act (HR2022) has failed to gain any traction in 
Congress. NFDA staff are currently researching other options in 
the 116th Congress that can garner support for funeral service. 
The Latts Act would provide federal oversight of tissue banks. 
Due to the lack of uniform regulation of tissue banks, the public is 
susceptible to health hazards presented by the transportation of 
possible contaminated tissue specimen. This does NOT impact 
organ donation. 
 
The International Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah will be our 
next Policy Board meeting. During the convention I will also serve 
on the Advocacy Committee. This committee will discuss issues 
and strategic plan for the 116th Congress. We will be discussing 
the following issues: 
• Mass fatality management planning 
• Improving benefits for veterans  
• Small business, health care, taxes and related issues 
• Environmental health and safety  
 
Last month emails were sent out to all NFDA members to vote for 
the new secretary for the Board of Directors. The votes were 
counted and Mr. Jack Mitchell will serve in that position. The total 
votes counted in Louisiana was 28.  
 
If any LFDA member has any questions or concerns please email 
me at joel@hixsonbrothers.com. Again thank you for letting me 
serve as your Policy Board Representative and I look forward to 
seeing you in November at the Fall Meeting. 
 

Best, 
Joel Swisher 

Policy Board News  
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Joel Swisher 
Policy Board Representative 
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LFDA District News  

South District 

The South District will be hosting nationally renowned speaker, Mary Russell, on October 17th.  The 
venue will be Mothe Funeral Homes 1300 Vallette St. New Orleans , LA.  
 
Times 9:00 am -11:00 am & 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
This event is free to all LFDA members for CEU’s 
  
Topics include: 
The Art of Cremation Phone Inquires 
Navigating Through Conflict  
 
The South District also has its Annual Bowling Event on Wednesday, October 24th at Rock and Bowl in 
New Orleans 
 
The South District will again be hosting Fishing For a Cure.  This event will take place in Myrtle Grove, 
LA on Saturday, November 3rd, and Sunday, November 4th.  Bring your boat and fishing teams down 
to Plaquemines Parish to fish for a cure. This event is for Lady Anglers only. There will be silent 
auctions and we will be accepting donations for this worthy cause.  Call District Governor Boyd for 
complete details.  
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LFDA District News  

Southeast District 

Members of the Southeast District participated in Anna’s Grace Foundations “A Sweet 
Summer Night 2018”. It was an elegant evening of sweets, savories and sips, while 
supporting local families who have experienced the loss of a precious baby.  
 
Photo by Kat Reiser Photography 
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Industry  News  

New Catalog Released of Dr. Alan Wolfelt ’s Publications 

Companion Press announces the publication of a new 2018 catalog. The catalog highlights more than 
80 books and other publications available from Companion Press and Dr. Alan Wolfelt. Companion 
Press is dedicated to the education and support of both the bereaved and bereavement caregivers. 
 
Featured in this catalog are two new resources to be released in the coming months. The first, Grief 
Day by Day, is available in November 2018. This book will walk you through simple, everyday practices 
that can give structure to your grief and hold you up when you’re feeling like you might collapse. In 
fact, when you’re in grief, rituals are essentially effective beelines to healing. A pre-order discount is 
now available. 
 
Companion Press’s May 2019 title is The Dementia Care Partner’s Workbook. This book, by Dr. 
Edward Shaw, a dually trained physician and mental health counselor, provides lessons for support 
group participants or individuals who are care partners of a loved one with Alzheimer's disease or 
another type of dementia. A pre-order discount is also available now. 
  
Author, educator, and grief counselor Dr. Alan Wolfelt serves as Director of the Center for Loss and 
Life Transition in Fort Collins, Colorado. The author of Grief One Day at a Time, Understanding Your 
Grief, and many other books for grief caregivers and mourners, Dr. Wolfelt is committed to 
helping people mourn well so they can live well and love well. He is available for interviews on his 
resources as well as the normal, necessary journey through grief. The Companion Press catalog is 
available in both physical and digital formats. To view and to learn more about Dr. Wolfelt’s books on 
grief and loss, visit www.centerforloss.com/bookstore or call (970) 226-6050. 



Page 14 

In Memoriam  

Edith Ann McDaniel Price 

Mrs. Edith Ann McDaniel Price, age 80 of Winnfield, Louisiana, 
passed away Friday, September 7, 2018 at her home after a 
long and protracted illness.   Mrs. Price was the daughter of 
the late Simon G. McDaniel and the late Audie Townsend 
McDaniel.  She was also preceded in death by her husband, 
Larry L. Price; sister, Helen McDaniel Chapman; brother, 
Marvin McDaniel. 
  
Mrs. Price was a member of the First Baptist Church of 
Winnfield where she was organist for more than 50 years. She 
obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Music Education from 
Louisiana Tech and her Master’s in Organ Performance from 
Northwestern State University. Mrs. Price was retired as a 
piano instructor having taught children from Winn and 
surrounding parishes for more than 50 years and was co-
owner of Southern Funeral Homes, Inc. 
 
Those left to cherish her memory include her son, Patrick 
Price (Kathy), daughters, Laura Hennigan (David) and Ashley 
Naquin (Shawn);  grandchildren, Evan Price (Brittani), Loren 
Price, Alyssa Hennigan (Hugo), Andrea Allen (Eahgan), Kandi 
Deese (Jody), Mandi Stevenson (Andy), Tobi Wiley (Chris) 
and T.K. “Bubba” Spillers; great-grandchildren, Jackson, 
Micah, Hayden, Hugo and a host of other special great-
grandchildren. 
  
Funeral services were on Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at 
First Baptist Church of Winnfield with Reverends Calvin 
Phelps, John Holland and Steven Smithson officiating.  
  
Serving the family as pallbearers: Evan Price, Loren Price, 
David Hennigan, Shawn Nacquin, Eahgan Allen, Lamar 
Tarver, Bryan Price and Mark Maxwell. 
  
The Price Family wishes to extend heartfelt gratitude to her 
caregivers who became like family to her, Cathy Flowers and 
Geneva Ball as well as Jennifer and Samantha with Heart of 
Hospice. 
  
Memorials may be made to the First Baptist Church Music 
Ministry, P.O. Box 230, Winnfield, LA 71483 
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Classifieds  
Company Page 

American Benefit Life Insurance Company 10 

Aymond Mortuary 15 

Bourgeois Casket Company, Inc. 15 

Federated Insurance 12 

Lamcraft 4 

Messenger 5 

Matthews Aurora Funeral Solutions  7 

Security National Life 13 

Selected Funeral Life Insurance Company 5 

Classified ads are provided as a complimentary 
service to LFDA members. Ads will run for one 
issue, unless an extension is requested.  To place 
your classified ad, send a Word document with the 
information to: 

 

LFDA News 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Or Email: lfda@tatmangroup.com 

 

The ad will appear in the following newsletter. The 
printed ad should not be deemed to constitute a 
recommendation or endorsement of any type by 
LFDA. 
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Save the Date  

NFDA International Convention & Expo October 14-17, 2018 Salt Lake City, UT 

South District Meeting at Rock and Bowl October 24, 2018 New Orleans, LA 

LFDA Fall Meeting November 29, 2018 Alexandria, LA 

Annual Joint Convention June 2-4, 2019 New Orleans, LA 


